Applicant: IJwc HhirVl ANN 
Appl. No. 09/657,812 

Remarks 

Rcconsicleration oflhis ApplicaticMi is rcspcctluUy requested. 

Upon entry of* the foregoing amendment, claims 4-25 arc pending in the application, with 
claim 25 being the independent claim. Claims 1-3 have been cancelled without prejudice to or 
disclaimer of the subject matter therein. New claim 25 is sought to be added. 

i • n .% J 1.-1 1 • 1*1.. - *. 

AlLaCinju iiciCU; iS a iiiarRCu-up VcrSiOii v.) I LiiC CiiaiigCS iiiUUe Liic iJjr i-iic ;^;.iii*OiiL 

amendment. The attached page is captioned "Version With Markings To Show Changes 
Made.^^ 

r> 1 4-1,^ A iU.. r,,n^,, .;,^,Y u *•!'<' a TAr-^u^or-.f »-.^ot^*-./-trnn\/ 

request that the Hxammer reconsider all outstanding objections and rcjcclions and Lliat they be 
withdrawn. 

The indication that claim s 8- 1 2 and 2 0-22 contain allow able s 1 1 bject matter is grate fi i IK' 

noted. 

Prior Art Rejections 

Claims 1-4 stand rejected under 35 i;-S.C\ §102 as being anticipated by GB 1,442,751 to 
Mohns et al. (^'Molins") 

Claims 1, 5-7 and 23-24 stand rejected under 35 IJ.S.C. §103 as being unpatentable over 
Molins in view of DC 2758041 to Kiesewcttc and US 5,975,238 to luichs et al (^1^'uchs^'). 
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Claim 1 has been canceled in favor of claim 25, which is a combination of features from 

claims 1-3 and allowable claim 8. C.lami 25 recites "hollow wall elements ha\ ini; sie\'e 

perforated sheet panels facing the control area and reflection panels facing the respective 

production machme" and ''at lest one sound damping mat being arranged between the sieve 

pertbrated sheet metal panel and the retlection panel of each of the hollow wall elements." This 

iaiigUagC iS Siliiiidi' lO Uial Oi aiiOvVtiLUL- Ciaiiil 6, Vv'iiiCii rCCilCu liiC prOuUCLK>ii iiiUCiiiiiC liiCiUUCS 

a removable carriage having inside plates and outside sieve-like cladding sheets, and the sound 
damping material comprises damping mats disposed between the inside rellection plates and the 

for at least the reasons thai claim 8 was allowable . The cited references do not teach a hollow 
wall element defined by a perforated panel facing the control area and a reflection panel facing 
the machine, with sound damping mats disposed in between. The remaining claims ha\e been 
amended to be consistent with claim 25 and are allowable as depending from an allowable claitn. 

Reasons for Entry of Amendments After Final 

Hntiy of the present amendments are respectfully requested because the amendments 
place the application in condition for allowance and do not require any new consideration on the 
part of the Examiner. All of the features of new claim 25 were previously recited in the claims 
examined by the Examiner. Claim 2 recited the arrangement of the production machines; and 
claim 8 recited the structure of the hollow wall elements by dcfming inside plates facing the 
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niachitic and outside plates lacing; the conlroUer with sound damping mats disposed in between 
As such, entry of the amendments is rcspccttiilly requested. 



Coficlusion 

All of the slated grounds of objection and rejection have been properly traversed, 
accommodated, or rendered mooi. Applicant iheieibie lebpectfuliy requests iliai die Lxanuiier 
reconsider all presently outstanding objections and rejections and that they be withdrawn. 
Applicant believes that a full and complete reply has been made to the outstanding Ofiice Action 

and, as such, llie picsenl a[)[)liealiuri iS iil COnditU/il Wn ailovvaiiCC. 

If the Hxamincr beheves, lor any reason, that personal communication will expedite 
proscctition of this application, the Examiner is hereby invited to telephone the undersigned at 
the number provided. 

A Notice of Allowance with claims 4-25 is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C had C. Anderson 
Registration No. 44,505 
V[i\AHiJ-: 
P.O. Box 34385 
Washington, D.C. 20043-9998 
Telephone: (202) 962-4800 
Telefax: (202)962-8300 
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Version \Mth Markings To Show CTianges Made 

/// the Claims 

Please cancel claims 1-3; add new clami 25; and amend the claims as follows: 

4. (Amended) The arrangement according to claim ] 1 ] 25, wherein [the production 
machine incliides| cladding [that] forms the rellection panels [surfaces and the sound damping 
material comprises damping mats disposed on the ciauding]. 

8. (Twice Amended) The arrangement according to claim 25 [1], wherein the production 
machine includes a removable cauiage e<.MrLdmiii.iL; tliC iiol lovv vva!! clciriC iits [htaving inside plates 
and outside sieve-like cladding sheets, and the sound damping material comprises damping mats 
disposed between the inside reflection plates and the outside, sieve-like cladding sheets]. 

9. (Amended) I he aixangement according to claim 8, wherein the removable carriage 
includes a comer profile strip having a hollow space filled with [the] damping material, and the 
reOection plates and [cladding sheets] the panels arc insertable into the corner-profile strips. 

10. (Amended) The arrangement according to claim 25 [ 1 1, wherein the production 
machine includes a door having inside and outside cladding sheets with rellection surface 
interposed between the inside and outside cladding sheets defining hollow spaces between the 
reflection surface and a respective one of the inside and outside cladding sheets, and wherein the 
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damping material ceMiipriscs damping mats filling the hollow spaces, and the door fuilher 

includes a profdc Iranie comprising a hollow body hav ing a pivoting axis and recessed sealing 

elements and the cladding sheets are inserted into the profile frame. 

12. (Amended) The arrangement according to claim 25 [1 J, wherein the production 
machine inciuues a window iiaf) comprising ivvo viewing panes, a proiiie strip mio wriicii liic 
viewing panes are inserted, and a cladding sheet inserted into the profile strip and limiting a 
hollow space filled \\ ith damping mats. 

13. (Amended) 1 he anangement according to claim 2^ [2 J, wherein the at least two 
tobacco -proc essinu pro duction ma chines are [production line is| limited by at least one personnel 
standing region that is provided with a damping layer . 

20. (Twice Amended) The arrangement according to claim 25 [ 1 1, wherein the 
production machine has air-How cross sections for supplying process air and How conduits, at 
least some ofthe How conduits are clad with sound-damping material, and the air-flow cross 
sections are predominantly concentrated in the flow conduits clad with sound-damping material. 
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23. (Amended) The arrangement according t(^ claim 25 [ 1 J. wherein the sound-daniping 
m ats ar e arranged [material is disposed on the reHection surfaces facing the operator regit^n] such 
that noise from outside of the tobacco production machine is absorbed. 

24. (Amended) The arrangement according to claim 25 [1 J, wherein the sound-damping 

r... ,4,....: ...-...-.-,,.-.,1 r;„ ,j : ^- j ,..,fi „.,„r,„,..^, fv.,^:„.. ...-j. i 

such that noise from outside of the tobacco production machine is at most only minmially 
rellected. 

25. (Nvjvv) An arrangement foi reducing nuibu level in a control ai ea of production 
machines in the tobacco-processing industry, comprising in combination: 

at least two tobacco-processing production machines arranged at an angle to each other, 
wherein the production machines have hollow wall elements facing the control area, each said 
hollow wall elements having sieve perforated sheet metal panels facing the control area and 
reflection panels facing the respective production machine; and 

sound damping mats being arranged between the sieve perforated sheet metal panel and 
the reflection panel of each of the hollow wall elements. 
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